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			Terminal Velocity

			L J Goulding

			Wreckage. I am ensnared.

			Kick free. Roll left.

			Lateral spin. Ground, sky, ground, sky, ground, sky.

			Arms spread. Steer with legs.

			Ground, sky, ground, sky, sky, ground, ground, ground, ground.

			Angle descent, adjusting trajectory. Altitude, fourteen thousand and seventy-two metres and falling.

			Falling.

			Falling.

			My auto-senses dull the roar of the air to nothing more than faint white noise.

			Problem. Visor display shows damage to left thruster. Fuel leaking like a comet tail behind me. Cannot fire my jump pack.

			The Storm Eagle spirals downwards some fifteen hundred metres away. Its engines are burned out, its internal bays open to the atmosphere.

			It’s shedding bodies. Ragged xenos and a handful of limp, armoured forms.

			Emperor speed you on your way, brothers.

			Comms are inoperative. Altitude, twelve thousand eight hundred and sixteen metres and falling.

			Falling.

			Recall emergency procedures. Disengage safeties. One, two. Check armament. Lost my blade. Bolt pistol mag-locked to right thigh.

			Confirm final disengage. Deactivate fail-safe.

			Release.

			The jump pack snaps free, the trailing harness-web tugging me into a new half-spin.

			


			Click here to buy Terminal Velocity.
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